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What leaders say about.........
Agriculture Leadership Summit  |  Agriculture Leadership Awards  |  Agriculture Year Book

Prof. MS Swaminathan, Pioneer of India’s Green Revolution
Leaderships shape the destiny of people. I am happy that Agriculture Today has 
started Leadership Summit on Agriculture (2008). 
 

Dr. Balram Jhakar, Governor of Madhya Pradesh
Agriculture Today is playing a transformational role in agriculture. Agriculture 

Summit is one more feather in its cap (2008) 

Dr. AR Kidwai, Governor of Haryana
Agriculture Leadership Summit and Leadership Awards is very vibrant event, one of 
its kind in agriculture (2008).

Sh. Somnath Chatterjee, Speaker – Lok Sabha
Agriculture Leadership Awards is a powerful concept and the event is amazing. I 

never expected such high class event in agriculture (2008).

Sh. Tarun Gogoi, Chief Minister, Assam
I am excited to be part of this important event. I congratulate Agriculture Today 
team for maintaining such a high standard (2008).

Dr. Montek Singh Ahulawalia, Dy. Chairman, Planning Commission
Very important agenda of the Summit. The selection of so eminent awardees 

speaks volumes about the class of this event (2009). 

Dr. Bimal Jalan, MP and former Governor, RBI
Excellent event with so many important speakers on a variety of subjects, which the 
Summit seeks to address (2009) 

Dr. KL Chadha, Pioneer of India’s Golden Revolution 
I am associated with this event from the inception. I must say that this event is the 

single most important event on agriculture (2009). 

Sh. UC Sarangi, Chairman, NABARD
Amazing to see so many luminaries from policy makers to farmers and the industry 
to institutions and diplomats on one platform (2009).

Sh. Venkiah Naidu, MP and Chairman, PSC on Rural Development
I congratulate my friend Dr. MJ Khan and his team for putting together such a high 

class program, addressing the issues of the farmers (2010).

Sh. Subodh Kant Sahai, Union Minister of Food Processing Industries
In my opinion only Agriculture Today could do this charismatic act of bringing so 
many top speakers at the Summit, year after year (2010).

HE Mr. Jerome Bonnafont, Ambassador of France
Such a class of event on agriculture is not organised even in developed countries in 

Europe or US. The Agriculture Year Book is also outstanding (2010).

Sh. Shivraj Patil, Governor of Punjab
I have know MJ Khan since the year 1999 and I admire his ability to bring together 
leaderships from various quarters on farmers issues (2010).

Sh. Ajay Jakhar, President, Bharat Krishak Samaj
Agriculture Leadership Summit is an outstanding program, which addresses key 

issues concerning farmers year after year (2010).

Prof. KV Thomas, Union Minister of Food & Consumer Affairs
I am here today the 3rd time and each time I am struck by the quality and class of 
the program. It truly represents all in food and agriculture (2011).

Sh. LD Mittal, MD, International Tractors Limited
I was speaker in the 2009 Agriculture Summit also. I admire this program. The 

Agriculture Year Book released today is commendable (2011).

Sh. Salman Khursheed, Union Minister of Law
I do not have much understanding of agriculture but looking at the luminaries 
present here it looks most powerful gathering on farmers issues (2011).

Prof. RB Singh, Chancellor, Central Agriculture University
I am part of the Organising  Committee and have regularly attended. I can say this 
event is simply the best in the world of Agriculture (2011).

Sh. Prakash Javadekar, Member of Parliament and BJP Spokesman
Agriculture Leadership Summit in my opinion is very powerful program on farm-

ers issues. I have attended last three events. Truly admiring (2012).

Sh. Yudhvir Singh, General Secretary, Bhartiya Kisan Union
Farmers in India are in crisis. No one cares. I congratulate Agriculture Today team for 
raising farmers issues so powerfully through this Summit (2012).

Prof. PK Dhumal, Chief Minister, Himachal Pradesh
I am attending this program today third time as Chief Minister. Amazing program. 

So well organised every time. Awardees selection is praiseworthy (2012).

Sh. Harish Rawat, Union Minister of Water Resources
Agriculture Leadership Summit I find  very well organised, every time that I attend. 
Leadership Awards have maintained very high standards (2012).

Dr. LS Rathore, Director General, IMD
It’s exciting to be part of this summit organised under the leadership of the world’s 

most important name in agriculture, Prof. MS Swaminathan (2012). 

Sh. Rajnath Singh, President, Bharatiya Janata Party
I have known MJ Khan for the last fifteen years. He is playing seminal role in agricul-
ture, bringing farmers agenda to the national centre-stage (2013).

Ambassador Dr. Islam Siddiqui, Chief Agriculture Negotiator, US
Its truly amazing program. I do not find this standard of program on agriculture in 

US or any other country, organised so meticulously year after year (2013).

Dr. Amrita Patel, Chairperson, NDDB
Excellent program. Agriculture Today teams deserves all accolades. Thanks to Prof. 
Swaminathan under whose guidance this program is organised (2013).

Dr. Jimmy Smith, DG, International Livestock Research Institute
I am so happy to be part of this important program. I also find Agriculture Year 

Book an excellent compilation of the articles and analysis (2013).

Sh. Prakash Singh Badal, Chief Minister, Punjab
Farmers and agriculture sector needs encouragement and recognition at the na-
tional level. Agriculture Leadership Awards are filling that gap (2013).

Prof. PJ Kurien, Deputy Chairman, Rajya Sabha
I am very impressed to see the renowned people from diverse backgrounds at-

tending this program. Awards function is awesome (2014).  

Mrs. Harsimrat Kaur Badal, Union Min. of Food Processing Industries
I have been travelling interiors of Punjab and meeting farmers. They need strong 
voice. I find this program effectively addressing their cause (2014).  

Prof. Abhishek Mishra, Minister of Science & Technology, UP
I have been reading about Prof. Swaminathan and used to see his photographs in 

the books. Imagine, how it feels to be with him on this program (2014).

Sh. Ashish Bahuguna, Secretary – Agriculture, Government of India
I have been seeing the deliberations and recommendations of the Summit since 
2008 and find them very useful for formulating policy discourse (2014). 

Sh. Suresh Prabhu, as Hon’ble Minister of Commerce    
I am friend of MJ Khan since I attended his one program on farmers issues in 1998 
as Union Environment Minister. What an ability to put together top leaderships 
from all walks of life. These programs are awesome. I also wish to congratulate Prof. 
MS Swaminathan, whom we all know as the Father of India’s Green Revolution for 
his association and guidance.    

Eminent Speakers at the 2nd Agriculture Leadership Summit 2009

Dr. T Ramasami, IAS

Dr. Panjab Singh

Secretary – DST, GOI

Vice Chancellor, BHU

 UP Singh, IAS

S. Lepcha

Secretary – Agriculture, Orissa

Horticulture Minister, Sikkim

PN Roy Chowdhary, IAS

YC Nanda, Chairman

Pr. Secy – Ag., Gujarat

Agriculture Finance Corporation Ltd

Dr. Montek Singh Ahluwalia
Dy. Chairman, Planning Commission

Dr. Balram Jakhar
Governor, MP 

M Prabhakar Rao
President, NSIA

Dr. Vandana Shiva
Chairperson, Navdanya

CR Jayasinghe
High Commissioner, Sri Lanka

Dr. Arvind Mehta
President, Plastindia Foundation

S Kulkarni, OSD to ex PM,
Sh. AB Vajapayee

Kapil Mehan, ED
Tata Chemicals Limited

Dr. Reyes Tirado, India
Campaigner, Green Peace

Prof. RK Pachauri,
Director General, TERI

Ge Songxue, Counsellor of 
Science and Technology, China

Chandan Mitra, MP &
Editor, The Pioneer

Mahesh Girdhar, MD
Bayer Bioscience P Ltd

K Rahman Khan
Dy. Chairman, Rajya Sabha

UC Sarangi, IAS,
Chairman, NABARD

Rajendra Singh, President
Tarun Bharat Sangh

Roberto Zagha, Country 
Director, The World Bank

Sanjeev Asthana, CEO
Reliance Retail Limited

Prof. PK Dhumal
CM, Himachal Pradesh

Dr. AR Kidwai, former 
Governor of Haryana

KB Chowdhary
President, BKS

Dr. Prabhat Kumar, IAS
Res. Director, ICRISAT 

Dr  Simon M Holland, MD& 
CEO, Zoraly Agri-Solutions Pvt Ltd

Ms. Anita Manchanda
CEO, NCUI

Prof. KV Thomas, Union
Minister of State for Agriculture

RG Agrawal
Chairman, CCFI

Dr. CD Mayee
Chairman, ASRB

Hukum Deo Narayan Yadav 
Member of Parliament

Dr. RB Singh, former ADG
(Asia Pacific) FAO

Dr. Gyanendra Shukla, Director
Monsanto India Limited

Prof. MS Swaminathan
MP, Rajya Sabha

US Jha, CMD
RCF Limited

Prof. KL Chadha, President
Horticulture Society of India

H.E. Mr. Mark Sofar
Ambassdor of Israel

Swami Agnivesh
Social Reformer

MH Khan, IAS
Director General, CAPART

Dr. Bimal Jalan, MP &
former RBI Governor

Anil Kakkar, CEO
Excel Crop Care Ltd.

DR Kaarthikeyan
Chairman, NHRC

UN Panjiar, IAS

M Prasad, MD

Secretary-Water Resources, GOI

Agriculture Insurance Company Ltd

RCA Jain, fomer 

R Deshmukh, IAS

Secretary – Agriculture, GOI

Commissioner Agriculture, Maharashtra

Dr. NB Singh, 

Mr MJ Khan, Chief Editor, 

Agriculture Commissioner, GOI

Agriculture Today

Gen. NC Vij, Vice 
Chairman, NDMA

Anjanikumar Chowdhuri
President - FES, M&M

Dr. MS Gill, Union Minister  
of Youth Affairs and Sports
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GLOBAL AGricuLture LeAdership AwArds 2017

5 September 2017, Hotel Taj Palace, New DelhiLEADERSHIP awards 2017GLOBAL AGRICULTURE10
th

1. Choose a category and make sure that you enter in the 

correct category. Ensure that entry forms are complete 

in all respects.

2.  You may fill the forms in English or in Hindi and send 

entry preferably by mail.

3.  You may send your nominations separately for each 

category and type (individual /institutional).

4.  Please send your entry, preferably in 2 pages only. 

One page of general bio-data and one page about the 

significant achievements. The Committee may seek 

additional information, if necessary.

5.  Each entry should be attached with the correct category 

label and a title.

6.  A person may send his entry as well as sponsor names 

for any number of categories with brief notes of each 

sponsored names.

7.  Please attach a cover note mentioning all the entries 

and categories in the package.

1.  Entries must be sent to The Summit Secretariat, New Delhi.

2.  Entrants are advised to familiarise themselves with the criteria before entering and to comply with the requirements 

of the entry rules as strictly as possible.

3.  Each category will comprise of one or more awards for individual or institution/ organization.

4.  If entering the same piece of work in different categories please submit in duplicate copies.

5.  No individual or organization will be considered for an award in consecutive years.

6.  The judges and the organizers reserve the right to reject the entries if they feel it does not comply with the spirit of the 

awards.

7.  The awards will be made solely at the discretion of the judges, no feedback or correspondence will be entertained\ 

about the results, and the judges’ decision is final.

8.  Entries will not be returned. After judging, all entries may be retained by ICFA for its archives.

9.  All successful entrants only will be notified of the decision by the due date.

10.  ICFA reserves the right to make copies of the entries for publication in various forms.

11.  The Awards will have to be received by the Awardee himself / herself in individual cases and in cases of organizations/ 

industry by only the head of the organization.

HOW TO ENTER

RULES FOR ENTRY

Hkkjrh; d`f”k ,oa [kk| ifj”kn~

INDIAN COUNCIL OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

www.icfa.org.in

IMPORTANT DATES

Call for entries 
- 01 June, 2017

The last date for receiving entries - 30 July, 2017

Finalisation of names - 10 Aug, 2017

Announcement of names - 14Aug, 2017

Presentation of Awards - 05 Sept, 2017

GLIMPSES OF PAST LEADERSHIP AWARDS

The Summit Secretariat

214 - 217, Naurang House, KG Road, New Delhi - 110001 | Ph. 011-23731129, 23353406

Fax. 23731130 | E Mail: india.icfa@gmail.com; info@icfa.org.in 

Website: www.icfa.org.in

Prizes include a memento and a citation for each category.

www.icfa.org.in 

Hkkjrh; d`f”k ,oa [kk| ifj”kn~
INDIAN COUNCIL OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

The Summit Secretariat
214-217, Naurang House, KG Road, New Delhi – 110001
Ph. +91 11 41501465  |  Fax. +91 11 23353406 
E Mail: info@icfa.org.in  |  www.icfa.org.in 

Write to us for participation

Food and Agriculture sector is undergoing a rapid 
transformation in India and globally. The role of various 
stake-holders in driving the growth and value added 
transformation of farm sector is commendable. The 
institution of the Agriculture Leadership Awards in 2008 
was a significant step in this direction to recognize the 
contributions of various stake-holders in agriculture. The 
Awards are given annually in different categories to those 
individuals and organizations, who have made outstanding 
contributions in their respective fields. The National Awards 
Committee is headed by the world renowned agriculture 
scientist, Prof. MS Swaminathan, with twenty six persons of 
national eminence as its members. The Leadership Awards 
shall be presented on 5 Sept, 2017 in New Delhi.

ICFA jointly with Agriculture Today announces 
the launch of its 10th edition of the Year Book 
2017 on 5th September at the Agriculture 
Leadership Summit in New Delhi. Agriculture 
Today has been an important vehicle of 
information dissemination for the agricultural 
community and the agribusiness industry 
for over a decade. The Year Book 2017 is 
an initiative to provide our readers with 
a creditable documentation of the year’s 
achievements and an in-depth profile of the 
emerging agricultural scenario. The Agriculture 
Year Book will have a wide coverage of topics 
related areas like global developments, 
policy issues, technological breakthroughs, 
business and market dynamics, trade and 
industry issues and challenges in farm and 
agribusiness sector, future outlook etc.

GLOBAL LEADERSHIP AWARDS 2017
5-6 September 2017, Hotel Taj Palace, New Delhi

LEADERSHIP SUMMIT 2017

AGRICULTURE YEAR BOOK 2017

Agriculture to Agribusiness

GLOBAL AGRICULTURE10
th

LEADERSHIP SUMMIT
10th

Sponsors
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Eminent Speakers at the 10th Global Agriculture Leadership Summit 2017

prOf. ms swAminAthAn
Chairman, MS Swaminathan 
Research Foundation (MSSRF)

dr. mAnjit mishrA
Director, Seed Science Centre, 
Lowa State University, USA

dr. BAkshi rAm
Director,

Sugarcane Breeding Institute

jeremy t. OuedrAOGO
Head, African Biosafety Network 

of Expertise, NEPAD, Dakar

dr. chAkiB jenAne
Lead agro Economist

World Bank

suresh prABhu
Hon’ble Minster of Commerce 

and Industry

cristinA rumBAitis riO
Regional Programme Manager, 

Action on Climate Today

dr. sOumitrA dAs
Director, India Zinc

h.e. w.h. eL sreihin
SG, African Asian Rural 

Development Organization

G. jAmes GOnzALez
Agriculture Counselor, Chile

kenneth Quinn
President, World Food Prize 

Foundation, USA

pArshOttAm rupALA
MoS for Agriculture and

Farmers’ Welfare

pOOjA sinGhAL
Pr. Secretary- Agriculture, 

Jharkhand

sAnjAy prAsAd
Pr. Secretary – Agriculture 

Gujarat

prOf. kArim mArediA
Director, Africa Partnership 

Program, Michigan State University

AniL jAuhri
CEO, National Board of Accredita-

tion of Certification Bodies

kAdAmBOt siddiQue
Director, UWA Institute of Agriculture, 
University of Western Australia, Perth

rAmesh deshpAnde
Convener, IAG International, 

Washington DC

mAni shAnkAr AiyAr
former Union Minister

dr. h rAhmAn
South Asian Director, Intl. 

Livestock Research Institution

Arun BAhAkOO
General Secretary, Kisan Manch

r G AGArwAL
Chairman, Dhanuka Group

Om prAkAsh dhAnkAd
Agriculture Minister, Haryana

h.e. mr. petkO dOykOv
Ambassador of Republic of Bulgaria

dr. rAjArAmtripAthi
Convener, All India Farmers Alliance
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Recommendations
•	 Climate	impacts	on	food	security	is	a	serious,	concern	and	
thus	more	 research	 is	 required	 that	directly	 informs	 the	
actions	needed	to	tackle	food	security	challenges.	

•	 Crop	Diversification	can	play	a	significant	role	in	doubling	
farmers’	 income.	 Farmers	 should	 not	 solely	 depend	 on	
their	main	crops	rather	should	practice	other	economic	ac-
tivities	as	well,	simultaneously,	such	as	animal	husbandry,	
fishery,	piggery,	goat	rearing	and	etc.,	so	as	to	earn	extra	
income.	

•	 Krishi	Cabinets	at	the	National	&	State	Levels	need	to	be	
established

•	 Time-bound	 Action	 Plans	 for	 implementing	 policy	 and	
program	reforms	in	support	of	Doubling	Farm	Income	by	
2022	have	to	be	prepared.

•	 Credit	 access	 can	 significantly	 increase	 farmers’	 poten-
tial	to	invest	in	improved	technologies	and	practices	and	
hence	can	increase	their	income.	

•	 Role	of	RBI	and	the	retail	banking	system	can	also	be	ex-
panded	to	aid	in	agricultural	development.

•	 Agricultural	Research,	Education	and	Extension	are	crucial	
areas	in	today’s	agriculture.	

•	 Zinc	deficiency	in	crops	and	humans	is	a	global	challenge,	
which	can	be	resolved	by	using	zinc	fertilizers.	

•	 Investing	in	technology	for	yielding	crops	and	maintaining	
the	quality	of	crops	will	give	a	boost	to	agriculture	sector	
in	the	coming	years.	

•	 Capacity	building	through	seminars,	sessions,	strategies	
and	policy	formulation	with	the	financial	assistance.	

•	 Increasing	investments	from	private	sector	can	help	in	ad-
dressing	many	problems	in	agriculture	secor.	

•	 Public	private	partnership	is	also	significant	to	provide	the	
right	business	environment	to	attract	capital	investment,	
and	ensure	that	investments	support	national	targets.	

•	 Building	synergy	which	will	reduce	multiplicity	of	frame-
works.	The	synergy	between	various	markets	–	Physical,	
Spot,	online		&	exchanges	which	help	in	rightful	price	dis-
covery	for	farmer,	buyers/traders	&	processors.

•	 Inclusion	of	insurance	component	to	protect	contract	fam-
ers’	interests.	

•	 Farm	schools	and	exclusive	universities	of	farm	learning	
needs	to	be	promoted.

•	 There	should	be	demand,	need	and	resource	based	Intel-
ligent	Farm	planning.	Collating	 research	and	 technology	
results	and	experience	would	also	aid	in	better	farm	plan-
ning.	

•	 Transferring	knowledge	about	customer	and	market	to	the	
farmers.	

•	 Different	crops	should	have	different	policy	as	all	crops	
are	different	from	each	other	and	vary	from	each	other	in	
almost	all	aspects.	

•	 India	 should	 take	 a	 decision	 on	 Genetically	 Modified	
crops	

Special Achievement 
Award

Mr.Manohar Lal, 
Chief Minister, Haryana State

Policy Leadership Mr. K. Chandrasekhar Rao,
Chief Minister, Telangana State

Research Leadership Prof. Kadambot Siddiqui,
Director, Institute of Agriculture, 
Western Australia University, 
Perth 

Academic Leadership Dr. Manjit Mishra,
Director, Seed Centre, IOWA 
State University, USA

Farming Leadership Dr. Gazalla Amin,
Farmer of Medicinal Plants 
and President, J&K Women 
Entrepreneurs Chamber, 
Srinagar  

Agribusiness 
Leadership

IB Group, Chhattisgarh 

CSR Leadership DCM Shriram Limited 

Corporate Leadership Mahindra Agri Solutions Limited

Entrepreneur 
Leadership

Mr. Suresh Agarwal,
MD, Bejo Sheetal Seeds P. 
Ltd., Jalna.  

Livelihood Leadership Africa Asia Rural Development 
Organisation (AARDO)

Development 
Leadership

Dr. Bakshi Ram,
Director, Sugarcane Breeding 
Institute, Coimbatore  

Business Leadership 
Award

Dr. PV Mohan Rao,
Chairman, Pasura Group, 
Hyderabad

Extension Leadership 
Award

Dr. SK Patil,
Vice Chancellor, IGKVV, Raipur

Lifetime Achievements Prof. RB Singh,
Chancellor, Central Agriculture 
University

Global Trade and 
Policies

Dr. PK Joshi,
South Asia Director, 
International Food Policy 
Research Institute, Washington 
DC

Best Animal 
Husbandry State

Government of Andhra Pradesh

Best Horticulture State Government of Chhattisgarh

African Development 
Award

Dr. Ibrahim Mayaki,
Chief of NEPAD (African Union 
Agency) and former Prime 
Minister, Niger

International 
Leadership Award

Ambassador Kenneth Quinn,
President, World Food Prize 
Foundation, USA 

AWARDEES oF AGRICULTURE LEADERSHIP AWARDS 2017
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Eminent Speakers at the 9th Global Agriculture Leadership Summit 2016

AnAnth kumAr
Hon’ble Union Minister of 
Chemicals and Fertilizers

sALiL sinGhAL
CMD, PI Industries Limited

dr. steven d.hAnsen
Vice Provost and Dean, International  
Studies and Programme, Michigan

dr. m mOni
Chairman, ICFA Working Group on 

ICT and ex DG – NIC

AniL jAuhri
CEO, National Accreditation 

Board, QCI

Brij mOhAn AGArwAL
Hon’ble Agriculture Minister, 

Chhattisgarh

kB chAudhAry
President, Bhartiya Krishak 

Samaj

h.e. dr. m. isAAc munLO
High Commissioner of Malawi

dr. shyAm khAdkA
Representa-tive for India and

Sri Lanka, FAO

dr. sA pAtiL
Chairman, Karnataka Farmers 

Commission

Om prAkAsh dhAnkAr
Hon’ble Agriculture Minister, 

Haryana

yudhvir sinGh
General Secretary,

Bhartiya Kisan Union

AshOk dALwAi
Additional Secretary – 

Agriculture, GOI

wAssfi h. eL-sreihin
SG, Asia Africa Rural 

Development Organization

AshutOshA shArmA
Secretary, Department of
Science & Technology

dr. h purushOttAm
CMD, National Research and

Development Corp

dr. purvi mehtA
Head – Agriculture, South Asia, Bill & 

Melinda Gates Foundation

dr. mh mehtA
Chairman, GLS Biotech P. Ltd.

mArtien vAn nieuwkOOp
Practice Manager – Asia, The 
World Bank, Washington DC

rAmesh chAnd
Member of NITI Aayog

dr. kArim mArediA
Professor and Associate Dean, 
Michigan State University

dr. Ajit kumAr
Vice Chancellor, NIFTEM

dr. rAshA OmAr
country director, international 

funds for Agriculture development

jAideep BhAtiA
Head – Agribusiness, Pepsico 

Holdings

sAnjyA prAsAd iAs
Pr.Secy, Agriculture,

Government of Gujarat
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Recommendations
•	 India	should	take	the	cause	of	post	harvest	crop	 losses	
seriously.	The	country	loses	farm	produce	worth	Rs.	One	
lakh	Crore	annually	due	to	lack	of	post-harvest	infrastruc-
ture.	Necessary	safeguards	must	be	adopted	to	stem	this	
loss	which	accounts	to	20-25	per	cent	of	 the	produce.	
Better	 logistics	 and	 cold	 storage	 structures	 should	 be	
evolved	based	on	the	geographical	and	agronomic	needs.	
Private	public	partnerships	can	speed	up	the	process	and	
bring	in	competitiveness	and	speed	in	the	execution	and	
adoption.

•	 Indian	politicians	should	take	a	stand	united	against	the	
populist	move	of	loan	waivers.	The	politics	of	loan	waiv-
ers	have	been	ruining	the	agriculture	of	the	country	and	
promoting	the	culture	of	non-repayment	of	loans.	

•	 Bringing	 focus	 on	 pulses	 and	 millets	 cultivation.	 India	
should	think	ahead	of	food	grains	and	promote	crop	di-
versification.	India	is	expected	to	produce	around	18-21	
million	tonnes	(mt)	of	pulses	till	2016-17,	while	demand	
is	projected	to	touch	around	22	mt	in	the	next	few	years.	
The	widening	gap	between	demand	and	 supply	 can	be	
gulfed	by	bringing	more	land	under	pulse	cultivation.	Puls-
es	and	Millets	both	are	nutritiously	superior	to	cereals	and	
can	be	cultivated	on	marginal	lands.	Thus	India	can	beat	
the	twin	challenges	of	food	and	nutritional	security.

•	 Banks	should	expeditiously	settle	insurance	claims.	In	the	
face	of	crop	loss,	the	farmers	must	not	be	allowed	to	wait	

indefinitely	to	stake	claim	to	the	amount	that	is	rightfully	
theirs.	Most	often	the	delay	occurs	due	to	lack	of	records	
on	the	part	of	the	banks.	Banks	should	maintain	data	on	
farmers	and	insurances.	They	should	access	digital	data	
storage	which	will	help	in	settling	insurance	claims.	

•	 Priority	lending	and	agriculture	status	should	be	accorded	
to	Poultry

•	 According	the	status	of	‘skilled	workers’	to	farm	sector	
workers	which	would	boost	engagement	of	labour	in	ag-
riculture.	Skilling	agriculture	is	important	and	can	be	en-
hanced	by	 instituting	 and	more	diploma	programme	 for	
agriculture	sector	workers.

•	 Brand	India	needs	to	be	established	in	food	and	agricul-
ture.	The	current	level	of	44.5	billion	USD	exports	can	be	
doubled	in	the	next	5	years.	We	need	to	globally	position	
Indian	food	and	agri	produce	such	as	North	Eastern	region	
as	Organic	Zone,Spices	of	Kerala,	Cardamom	of	Sikkim,	
Mango	of	Malihabad,	Orange	of	Nagpur,	Kashmiri	Apples,	
Bihari	 Litchies	 and	Ratnagiri	Mangoes	Tea	 of	Darjeeling	
and	Nilgiris,	Saffron	of	Kashmir…and	so	on	and	promoting	
Geographic	Appellation.	

•	 India	 needs	 to	 establish	 Commodity	 Boards	 for	 taking	
the	 Brand	 India	 to	 global	markets.	 Stake-holders	 driven	
Commodity	Boards	on	the	pattern	of	California	Walnuts,	
Washington	Apples,	Canola	Association	of	Canada	or	the	
Australian	Wheat	Board,	American	Soybean

1. Farming Leadership 
Award

l  Dr. Allah Rang, Chairman, 
Biocarve Seeds Farm, Patiala

2. Extension 
Leadership Award

l  Dr. SA Patil, Chairman, Kar-
nataka Farmers Commission

3. Young Achiever 
Award

l  SudhanshuJangir, Head- In-
dia Operations, Axereal Group, 
France

4. Women Leadership 
Award

l  Dr. VibhaDhawan, Execu-
tive Director – TERI and Vice 
Chancellor, TERI University

5. Research 
Leadership Award

l  Indian Institute of Sugarcane 
Research, Lucknow

6. Academic 
Leadership Award

l  Bihar Agriculture University, 
Sabhour

7. Development 
Leadership Award

l  Dr. SK Malhotra, Agriculture 
Commissioner, GOI

8.  Entrepreneur 
Leadership Award

l  Tropical Agro Systems India 
Private Limited, Chennai

9. Livelihood 
Leadership Award

l  Sehgal Foundation, 
Gurgaon

10. Agribusiness 
Leadership Award 

l  Pepsico India Holdings P. 
Limited

11. CSR Leadership 
Award

l  Tata Consultancy Services

12. Industry 
Leadership  Award

l  DuPont India Private Limited

13. Corporate  
Leadership Award

l  Cargill India Limited 

14. International 
Leadership Award

l  Dr. Karim Maredia, Director 
– World Technology Access 
Program, Michigan State 
University, USA

15. Global Trade and 
Policies Award

l  Dr. MaharajMuthoo, 
President, Roman Forum, 
Rome

16. Commodity 
Business Award

l  Mr. Vijay Sardana, Global 
Expert on Food Business and 
Commodities

17. Special 
Achievements Award

l  Dr. Gurbachan Singh, 
Chairman, ASRB

18.    Program 
Leadership Award

l  Department of Agriculture, 
Government of Tamil Nadu

19.    Best  Agriculture 
District Award

l  LakhimpurKheri, Uttar 
Pradesh

20.    Best  Fisheries 
State Award

l  The State of Chhattisgarh

21.    Best Animal 
Husbandry State

The State of Punjab

22.    Best  Horticulture 
State Award

The State of Haryana

23.    Best Agriculture 
State Award

The State of Odisha

24.  Life Time 
Achievements Award

Sh. Ratan Tata, Chairman, Tata 
Group

25.  Policy Leadership  
Award

Sh. Shivraj Singh Chouhan, 
Chief Minister, Madhya 
Pradesh

AWARDEES oF AGRICULTURE LEADERSHIP AWARDS 2016
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Eminent Speakers at the 8th Agriculture Leadership Summit 2015

rAjnAth sinGh
Hon’ble Union Home Minister

sALiL sinGhAL
CMD, PI Industries Limited

dr. shAmAnuru
shivAshAnkArAppA

Horticulture Minister, Karnataka

AnAnd mishrA, iAs
APC and Addl. CS, UP

GB sOundArAjAn
MD, Suguna Food

m. venkAiAh nAidu
Hon’ble Union Minister of

Urban Development

dr. s.k. GOeL
International Water Management 

Institute

dr. h. p. sinGh
Director,  Jain Irrigations 

Systems Pvt Ltd.

dr. h. purushOthAm
Chairman & Managing Director, 

NRDC

rAmesh rAwAL
Executive Vice President, BAIF

prOf. ks sOLAnki
Hon’ble Governor of Haryana & 

Punjab

sirAj hussAin
Agriculture Secretary, GoI

kB chAudhAry
President, Bhartiya Krishak 

Samaj

p. L. thAnGA
Vice Chairman of Mizoram State 

Planning Commission

Ashish BAhuGunA iAs
Chairman, FSSAI

sirAj chAudhAry
Chairman

Cargill India Ltd

h.e. mr. ALphOnsus 
stOeLinGA

Hon’ble Ambassador of Netherlands

AjAy  sinGh
APC, Chhattisgarh

rAvi vermA
Member of Parliament

rAjneesh GuptA
Pr. Secretary - AH, 
Government of UP

GOpAL AGrAwAL
National Spokesman, BJP

Om prAkAsh dhAnkAr
Hon’ble Agriculture
Minister of Haryana

kApiL mehAn
md, Advenz india Limited

rOhtAsh mAL
CMD, EM3 Agri Services

Pvt. Limited

r.s. sOdhi
Managing Director, AMUL
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Recommendations
•	 India	should	take	the	cause	of	post	harvest	crop	 losses	
seriously.	The	country	loses	farm	produce	worth	Rs.	One	
lakh	Crore	annually	due	to	lack	of	post-harvest	infrastruc-
ture.	Necessary	safeguards	must	be	adopted	to	stem	this	
loss	which	accounts	to	20-25	per	cent	of	 the	produce.	
Better	 logistics	 and	 cold	 storage	 structures	 should	 be	
evolved	based	on	the	geographical	and	agronomic	needs.	
Private	public	partnerships	can	speed	up	the	process	and	
bring	in	competitiveness	and	speed	in	the	execution	and	
adoption.

•	 Indian	politicians	should	take	a	stand	united	against	the	
populist	move	of	loan	waivers.	The	politics	of	loan	waiv-
ers	have	been	ruining	the	agriculture	of	the	country	and	
promoting	the	culture	of	non-repayment	of	loans.	

•	 Bringing	 focus	 on	 pulses	 and	 millets	 cultivation.	 India	
should	think	ahead	of	food	grains	and	promote	crop	di-
versification.	India	is	expected	to	produce	around	18-21	
million	tonnes	(mt)	of	pulses	till	2016-17,	while	demand	
is	projected	to	touch	around	22	mt	in	the	next	few	years.	
The	widening	gap	between	demand	and	 supply	 can	be	
gulfed	by	bringing	more	land	under	pulse	cultivation.	Puls-
es	and	Millets	both	are	nutritiously	superior	to	cereals	and	
can	be	cultivated	on	marginal	lands.	Thus	India	can	beat	
the	twin	challenges	of	food	and	nutritional	security.

•	 Banks	should	expeditiously	settle	insurance	claims.	In	the	
face	of	crop	loss,	the	farmers	must	not	be	allowed	to	wait	
indefinitely	to	stake	claim	to	the	amount	that	is	rightfully	
theirs.	Most	often	the	delay	occurs	due	to	lack	of	records	
on	the	part	of	the	banks.	Banks	should	maintain	data	on	
farmers	and	insurances.	They	should	access	digital	data	
storage	which	will	help	in	settling	insurance	claims.	

•	 Linking	farms	with	markets	and	adding	value	at	each	stage	

will	 help	 in	 employment	 generation,	 entrepreneurship	
development,	 increased	profits	 to	 farmers	and	safe	and	
healthy	food	to	consumers.	Investments	in	food	process-
ing	sector	have	multiplying	benefits	for	all,	and	hence	a	
major	boost	by	policy	and	resources	allocation	need	to	be	
given	to	the	processing	sector.	Incentives	through	appro-
priate	tax	structure	should	be	such	that	agro-processing,	
especially	 in	the	rural	areas,	becomes	a	 lucrative	option	
both	for	the	farmers	and	the	private	sector.

•	 Priority	lending	and	agriculture	status	should	be	accorded	
to	Poultry

•	 Digitization	of	 land	 records	 for	securing	 the	 interests	of	
small	farmers.

•	 According	the	status	of	‘skilled	workers’	to	farm	sector	
workers	which	would	boost	engagement	of	labour	in	ag-
riculture.	Skilling	agriculture	is	important	and	can	be	en-
hanced	by	 instituting	 and	more	diploma	programme	 for	
agriculture	sector	workers.

•	 Brand	India	needs	to	be	established	in	food	and	agricul-
ture.	The	current	level	of	44.5	billion	USD	exports	can	be	
doubled	in	the	next	5	years.	We	need	to	globally	position	
Indian	food	and	agri	produce	such	as	North	Eastern	region	
as	Organic	Zone,Spices	of	Kerala,	Cardamom	of	Sikkim,	
Mango	of	Malihabad,	Orange	of	Nagpur,	Kashmiri	Apples,	
Bihari	 Litchies	 and	Ratnagiri	Mangoes	Tea	 of	Darjeeling	
and	Nilgiris,	Saffron	of	Kashmir…and	so	on	and	promoting	
Geographic	Appellation.	

•	 India	 needs	 to	 establish	 Commodity	 Boards	 for	 taking	
the	 Brand	 India	 to	 global	markets.	 Stake-holders	 driven	
Commodity	Boards	on	the	pattern	of	California	Walnuts,	
Washington	Apples,	Canola	Association	of	Canada	or	the	
Australian	Wheat	Board,	American	Soybean

1. Life Time 
Achievements 
Award

l  Raju D. Shroff, Chairman, UPL 
Group
l  Dr. S Ayyappan, Director Gen-
eral, ICAR

2. International 
Leadership Award

l  Alphonsus Stoelinga, Ambassa-
dor of Netherlands to India

3. Policy 
Leadership Award

l  AkhileshYadav, Chief Minister, 
Uttar Pradesh

4. CSR Leadership 
Award

l  Zuari Agro Chemicals Limited

5. Best Agriculture 
State Award

l  State of Chhattisgarh

6. Extension 
Leadership Award

l  Indian Society of Agribusiness 
Professionals

7. Research 
Leadership Award

l  Dr. KM Bujarbaruah, Vice Chan-
cellor, Assam Agriculture University

8. Agribusiness 
LeadershipAward

l  AdaniAgrifresh Ltd

9. Entrepreneur 
Leadership Award

l  National Institute of Food 
Technology Entrepreneurship and 
Management

10. Banking 
Leadership Award

l  Punjab National Bank

11. Development 
Leadership Award

l  BAIF Development Research 
Foundation

12. Industry 
Leadership Award

l  Jain Irrigation Systems Limited

13. Livelihood 
Leadership Award

l  MS Swaminathan Research 
Foundation

14. Women 
Leadership Award

l  Dr. Gurinderjit Randhawa, Pr. 
Scientist, NBPGR

15. Farming 
Leadership Award

l  Dr. Narayan  Chawda, Hi Tech 
horticulture Farmer, Raipur

16. Young Scientist 
Award

l  Dr. Neeru Bhooshan, Pr. Scien-
tist, IARI

17. Best 
Horticulture State 
Award

l  State of Karnataka

18. Cooperative 
Leadership Award

l  Anand Milk Cooperative Union 
(AMUL)

19. Program 
Leadership Award

l  Department of Agriculture, Gov-
ernment of Tamil Nadu

20. Best Animal 
Husbandry State 
Award

l  State of Uttar Pradesh
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Agriculture Today announces the launch of its 7th 
edition of the Year Book 2014 on 27th September 
at the Agriculture Leadership Summit in New Delhi. 
Agriculture Today has been an important vehicle 
of information dissemination for the agricultural 
community and the agribusiness industry for over 
a decade. The Year Book 2014 is an initiative to 
provide our readers with a creditable documentation 
of the year’s achievements and an in-depth profile of 
the emerging agricultural scenario. The Agriculture 
Year Book will have a wide coverage of topics 
related areas like global developments, policy 
issues, technological breakthroughs, business and 
market dynamics, trade and industry issues and 
challenges in farm and agribusiness sector, future 
outlook etc.

Agriculture in India is undergoing a rapid 
transformation. The role of various stake-holders in 
driving the growth and value added transformation of 
India’s farm sector is commendable. The institution 
of the Agriculture Leadership Awards in 2008 was 
a significant step in this direction to recognize the 
contributions of various stake-holders in agriculture. 
The Awards are given   annually in different categories 
to those individuals and organizations, who have 
made outstanding contributions in their respective 
fields. The National Awards Committee is headed 
by the world renowned agriculture scientist, Prof. 
MS Swaminathan, with twelve persons of national 
eminence as its Members. The Leadership Awards 
shall be presented on 27 Sept, 2014 in New Delhi.
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Eminent Speakers at the 7th Agriculture Leadership Summit 2014

prOf. ms swAminAthAn
Chairman, MS Swaminathan 
Research Foundation (MSSRF)

dr. mh mehtA
Chairman, Gujarat Life 

Sciences Limited

dr. prAtAp nArAyAn
Former DG, FAI

dr. purvi mehtA
Director-South Asia, International 

Livestock Research Institute

ALOk sinhA
former Chairman, 

Food Corporation of India

hArsimrAt kAur BAdAL
Hon’be Minister of Food 
Processing Industries

dr. p.k. AGArwAL
International Water Management 

Institute

dr. pvs suryA kumAr
Chief General Manager

NABARD

dr. Ak. srivAstAvA
Director, National 

Dairy Research Institute

vijAy sArdAnA
Vice President-Food & 

Agribusiness, UPL Limited

Ashish BAhuGunA
Secretary Agriculture, 
Government of India

AniL kAkkAr
Vice President

Excel Crop Care Limited

dr. m mOni
former DG, NIC

kApiL mehAn
Managing Director, Coromandel 

International Limited

sirAj chAudhAry
Chairman
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suresh prABhu
Chairman, High Power Committee 
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dr. hs GuptA
DG, Borlaug Institute of 

South Asia

dr. G rAmAmOhAn
Director

Monsanto India Limited

dr. Anup kALrA
CEO

Ayurvet Limited

dr. wiLLiAm dAr
Director General

ICRISAT

jeAn mArc sere chArLet
Minister Counsellor and Deputy 
Ambassador of France in India

dr. etienne duveiLLer
Regional Director

CIMMYT

AshOk khOsLA
International Agribusiness Expert

freddy svAne
Hon’ble  Ambassador
Royal Danish Embassy

sk mAkhijA
Vice President, Jain Irrigation 
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Recommendations
Policy Prioritization and Specific Interventions for 

Doubling Production and Creating Jobs and in Farm Sector 
•	As	per	the	UNDP	report,	investment	in	agriculture	is	3	
times	more	effective	in	poverty	alleviation	than	any	oth-
er	sector.	Therefore	 the	Budgetary	allocations	to	agri-
culture	need	to	be	enhanced	to	Rs.	60,000	crores,	from	
the	current	level	of	Rs.	34,000	crores.
•	Agriculture	in	India	has	more	job	creating	potential	than	
the	Services	and	the	 Industry	put	 together.	While	 the	
jobs	creation	in	the	industry	and	the	services	sector	is	
done	primarily	by	the	 industry,	 in	agriculture	the	Gov-
ernmental	interventions	are	playing	major	role.	Agro	pro-
cessing	at	the	village	level	needs	to	be	promoted	under	
entrepreneurship	with	50%	subsidy	to	rural	youths	for	
setting	 up	 basic	 level	 processing	 units	 under	 Rs.	 2.0	
crore	sizes.
•	A	National	Mission	on	Post	Harvest	Management	under	
the	Ministry	of	FPI	with	an	outlay	of	Rs.	2000	crores	
needs	 to	be	 launched	 to	spread	 the	awareness	at	 the	
farmers’	 level	 towards	 reducing	 the	wastages	 through	
adoption	 of	 simple	 practices	 or	 technologies.	 India	
wastes	farm	produce	post	harvest	to	the	tune	of	8%	-	
22%,	which	amounts	to	an	estimated	value	loss	of	more	
than	Rs.	1.0	lakh	crores.	With	a	national	expenditure	of	
just	two	per	cent,	over	20	per	cent	reduction	in	losses	
could	be	achieved,	giving	a	1:10	Cost	Benefits	Ratio.
•	An	 ambitious	 Rural	 Business	 Hubs	model	 need	 to	 be	
implemented,	which	will	operate	on	a	national	platform	
and	 establish	 2.40	 lac	 multi-functional	 rural	 business	
hubs	 in	all	 the	Gram	Panchayats	of	 the	country.	This	

will	 revolutionize	 the	 rural	 economy	 and	 creates	 over	
10	million	jobs	in	rural	areas	and			add	to	an	estimated	
Rs.	2.0	lac	crore	of	additional	farm	output	through	in-
creased	farm	growth,	more	value	addition	and	improved	
market	linkages.
•	 Brand	India	need	to	be	established	in	food	and	agricul-
ture.	The	current	level	of	44.5	billion	USD	exports	can	
be	doubled	in	the	next	5	years.	We	need	to	globally	posi-
tion	Indian	food	and	agri	produce	such	as	North	Eastern	
region	as	Organic	Zone,	Spices	of	Kerala,	Cardamom	of	
Sikkim,	Mango	of	Malihabad,	Orange	of	Nagpur,	Kash-
miri	Apples,	Bihari	Litchies	and	Ratnagiri	Mangoes	Tea	
of	Darjeeling	and	Nilgiris,	Saffron	of	Kashmir…and	so	on	
and	promote	Geographic	Appellation.	India	needs	to	es-
tablish	Commodity	Boards	for	taking	the	Brand	India	to	
global	markets.	Stake-holders	driven	Commodity	Boards	
on	 the	pattern	of	California	Walnuts,	Washington	Ap-
ples,	 Canola	 Association	 of	 Canada	 or	 the	Australian	
Wheat	Board,	American	Soybean	Association	etc.	need	
to	be	established.
•	Creating	a	cadre	of	Foreign	Agriculture	Services	and	ap-
pointing	agriculture	trade	counsellors	in	all	the	countries	
with	agri/food	trade	potential,	as	 is	done	by	US.	This	
will	substantially	boost	agri	trade.	The	Ag	Counsellors	
can	be	mandated	the	task	of	monitoring	global	prices,	
demand	and	supply,	trade	flows,	tariffs	and	policies	on	
food	and	agriculture;	and	facilitate	cooperation	between	
India	and	different	countries.

1. Policy 
Leadership Award

l  Shri. Sharad Pawar, President, 
NCP

2. Programme 
Leadership Award

l  Department of Agriculture, Gov-
ernment of Tamil Nadu

3. Research 
Leadership Award

l  Dr. KML Pathak, DDG Animal 
Sciences, ICAR

4. Academic 
Leadership Award

l  National Academy of Agri Re-
search Management

5. Development 
Leadership Award

l  UP Agriculture Marketing Board

6. International 
Leadership Award

l  Dr. Thomas Lumpkin DG, 
CIMMYT, Mexico

7. Industry 
Leadership Award

l  Ayurvet Limited

8. Corporate 
Leadership Award

l  Coromandel International 
Limited

9. State Horticulture 
Leadership Award

l  State of Uttarakhand

10. State 
Agriculture 
Leadership Award

l  State of Gujarat

11. Farming 
Leadership Award

l  Sh. RPS Gandhi Stevia farmer, 
Punjab

12. Environment 
Leadership Award

l  ITC Limited

13. Entrepreneur 
Leadership Award

l  Dr. C Rajendra Kumar, Godavari 
Polymers Pvt. Ltd, Hyderabad

14. Extension 
Leadership Award

l  National Institute of Agriculture 
Extension Management

15. Women 
Leadership Award

l  Dr. Indu Sharma Director, Direc-
torate of Wheat Research, Karnal

16. Soil Health 
Leadership Award

l  Excel Crop Care Limited

17. Young Scientist 
Award

l  Dr. Ram Asrey, Prinicpal Scien-
tist, Division of Food Science and 
Prof. Post Harvest Technology, 
IARI

18. CSR Leadership 
Award

l  Sir Dorabji Tata Trust

19. Life Time 
Achievements 
Award

l  Dr. William Dar, Director Gen-
eral, ICRISAT
l  Mr. Salil Singhal Chairman and 
Managing Director, P.I. Industries 
Limited

20. Agribusiness 
Leadership Award

l  National Centre for Cold Chain 
Development
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Eminent Speakers at the 6th Agriculture Leadership Summit 2013
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suresh prABhu
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dr. k.L. chAdhA
President

Horticultural Society of India

ALLAn mustArd
Minister Counsellor Agriculture, 

US Embassy

k.B. chOwdhAry
President

Bhartiya KrishakSamaj

dr. jimmy smith
Director General of ILRI

m.j. sAxenA
Managing Director

Ayurvet Ltd.

dr. rAjiv vArshney
Principal Scientist

ICRISAT

jAvier pAuLinich
Ambassador of Peru

yudhvir sinGh
General Secretary, BKU

dr. murLi mAnOhAr jOshi
Hon’ble MP and former Union 

Minister

t.r. kesAvAn
TAFE Limited

GArry de LA pOmerAi
Technical Director, Magnetic 
Technologies L.L.C. Dubai

m.j. khAn
Chief Editor

Agriculture Today

Om prAkAsh dhAnkAd
Head BJP Kisan Cell



22

Recommendations of 
6th Agriculture Leadership Summit

l	 Government	should	fund	the	launch	of	two	dedicat-
ed	24	hours	TV	channels	in	Hindi	and	in	English	and	
one	each	in	regional	 languages	to	empower	farm-
ers	and	rural	masses	on	farming	systems,	technolo-
gies,	markets,	agribusiness	opportunities	and	rural	
services.	This	will	catalyse	growth	in	farm	sector,	
open	 new	 windows	 of	 opportunities	 and	 create	
self-employment	in	rural	areas.

l	 Political	 class	 must	 come	 together	 to	 declare	 its	
total	commitment	 to	the	farm	sector	and	farmers	
welfare	by	doubling	allocations	to	agriculture	year	
after	year	for	next	5	years;	implementing	MS	Swa-
minathan	headed	Farmers	Commission;	bringing	ag-
riculture	under	the	concurrent	list	of	the	Constitu-
tion;	declaring	Pantnagar	Agriculture	University	as	
India’s	1st	International	University	and	compulsory	
one	hour	debate	in	Parliament	on	farmers	issues.

l	 Creating	a	Task	Force	under	Planning	Commission	
to	 launch	 a	 National	Mission	 on	 ICT	 applications	
in	 Agriculture	 for	 Extension	 services;	 Information	
and	database	management	and	Market	connectiv-
ity.	This	will	bring	about	a	revolution	in	farm	sector	
and	transform	Indian	agriculture.

l	 Linking	farms	with	markets	and	adding	value	at	each	
stage	will	help	in	employment	generation,	entrepre-
neurship	development,	increased	profits	to	farmers	

and	 safe	 and	 healthy	 food	 to	 consumers.	 Invest-
ments	 in	 food	processing	sector	have	multiplying	
benefits	for	all,	and	hence	a	major	boost	by	policy	
and	 resources	 allocation	 need	 to	 be	 given	 to	 the	
processing	 sector.	 Incentives	 through	 appropriate	
tax	structure	should	be	such	that	agro-processing,	
especially	 in	 the	 rural	 areas,	 becomes	 a	 lucrative	
option	both	for	the	farmers	and	the	private	sector.

l	 Increasing	 agricultural	 productivity	 is	 a	 key	 chal-
lenge	 for	 ensuring	 national	 food	 security.	 To	 in-
crease	 production,	 exploiting	 the	 potential	 of	 ex-
isting	 yield	 gaps	 offers	 tremendous	 opportunity.	
Hence,	a	Mission	Mode	Program	on	“Bridging	the	
Productivity	Gap”	with	real	missionary	zeal	and	ef-
fective	monitoring	is	required	to	be	launched	with	
meticulous	planning	as	a	matter	of	priority.	For	this,	
existing	 technology	 dissemination	 system	 needs	
to	be	 revitalized	and	 tuned	to	meet	 the	emerging	
needs	of	farmers.

l	 For	 farmers	 to	 realize	 better	 prices	 for	 their	 pro-
duce,	markets	need	 to	open	up	 to	multiple	agen-
cies	 to	 engage	 and	 compete.	 Therefore	 the	 pro-
curements	 need	 to	 be	 opened	 up	 and	movement	
of	 food	 grains	 to	 be	 freed.	Agriculture	marketing	
reforms	should	therefore	be	carried	by	states	and	
model	mandi	laws	to	be	formulated	to	help	farmers	
find	better	markets	and	better	prices.

1. Policy 
Leadership Award

l  Sardar Prakash Singh Badal, CM, 
Punjab

2. Programme 
Leadership Award

l  Sh. Pawan Chamling, CM, Sikkim

3. Research 
Leadership Award

l  National Dairy Research Institute

4. Academic 
Leadership Award

l  Central Institute of Fisheries Edu-
cation, Mumbai

5. Development 
Leadership Award

l  Indian Overseas Bank

6. International 
Leadership Award

l  Ambassador Islam Siddiqui, US 
Chief Agriculture Negotiator

7. Industry 
Leadership Award

l  TAFE Limited, Chennai

8. Corporate 
Leadership Award

l  P I Industries Limited

9. Entrepreneur 
Leadership Award

l  Afri Ventures Limited

10. State 
Horticulture 
Leadership Award

l  State of Maharashtra

11. State 
Agriculture 
Leadership Award

l  State of Tamil Nadu

12. Farming 
Leadership Award

l  Shri Sanjay Maganlal Naik

13. Extension 
Leadership Award

l  IFFCO Limited

14. Women 
Leadership Award

l  Dr. Purvi Mehta-Bhatt, Head of 
Asia, ILRI

15. CSR 
Leadership Award

l  Mitsubishi Corporation

16. Young 
Scientist Award

l  Dr. Shaik N Meera, Directorate of 
Rice Research, Hyderabad

17 Life Time 
Achievements 
Award

l  Dr. Amrita Patel, Chairman, Na-
tional Dairy Development Board

 18. Special 
Achievements 
Award

l  Shri Rajnath Singh, National 
President, BJP
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Eminent Speakers at the 5th Agriculture Leadership Summit 2012

dr. BALrAm jAkhAr
former Lok Sabha Speaker

Arie veLdhuizen
Counsellor for Agriculture, Nature 
and Food Quality of Netherlands

O.p. dhAnkAr
Head BJP Kisan Cell

dr. AniL p jOshi
Chairman
HESCO

BALvinder kumAr
Special Secretary- Agriculture, 

Government of India

dr. udit rAj
Chairman, All India SC/ST 

Employees Federation

hukumdev nArAyAn yAdAv
Member Parliament and former 
Union Minister of State for 

Agriculture

prOf. p.k. dhumAL
Hon’ble Chief Minister of 

Himachal Pradesh

dr. r.k. pAchAuri
DG,  The Energy & Resources 

Institute (TERI)

rAmesh kAnwAr
Vice-Chancellor, Lovely 
Professional University

dr. kusumAriA
Hon’ble Agriculture Minister

Madhya Pradesh

sAntOsh BhArtiyA
Ex MP and Journalist

dr. purvi mehtA
Head of Asia Region, International 

Livestock Research Institute

hArish rAwAt
Union Minister of State for 

Agriculture

prOfessOr AshOk GuLAti
Chairman Agriculture Costs & 

Prices Commission

k.p. mOhAnAn
Hon’ble Agriculture Minister

Kerala

ALLAn mustArd
Minister-Counsellor for 

Agricultural Affairs, USA

dr. sumAn sAhAi
Gene Campaign

dr. p.L. GAutAm
Chairman, Plant Varieties Protection 

and Farmers Rights Authority

dr. m.j. khAn
Chief Editor

Agriculture Today
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Key Recommendations of 
5th Agriculture Leadership Summit 2012

l	 The	 Summit	 recommended	 that	
farmers	are	 the	key	stake-holders	 in	
all	the	activities	relating	to	agriculture	
and	environment,	hence,	they	should	
be	involved	for	active	participation	in	
all	the	important	activities	and	policy-
making.	More	 so,	 there	 is	 a	 needed	
for	the	society	to	be	sensitised	about	
the	 importance	 of	 agriculture,	 envi-
ronment	 and	 allied	 sectors.	 Efforts	
should	be	made	on	social	 front	 that	
the	 dignity	 of	 farmer	 is	 acknowl-
edged	 and	 realised	 and	 the	 profes-
sion	of	agriculture	must	be	given	its	
due	 respect	 by	 the	 society,	 so	 that	
educated	unemployed	embrace	 it	 as	
career	option.
l	 Post-harvest	 losses	 should	 be	 re-
viewed	 and	 minimised.	 The	 govern-
ment	and	the	thinkers	should	analyse	
and	examine	the	prevailing	issues	of	
failures	 with	 introspection	 and	 then	
suggest	the	amelioration	in	the	exist-
ing	system	and	working,	so	that	the	
factors	 behind	 the	 failures	 are	 recti-
fied,	 redressed	 and	 removed	 in	 the	
subsequent	harvests.
l	 Better	 coordination	 between	 vari-
ous	 agencies	 connected	 to	 agricul-
ture	and	allied	fields	is	desired.	Each	
agency’s	role	and	target	should	spe-
cifically	 be	 defined	 but	 not	 without	
accountability.	At	the	end	of	the	day,	
it	should	be	crystal	clear	as	to	what	
efforts	were	made	 by	 various	 agen-
cies,	 what	 was	 achieved	 and	 what	

more	are	needed.	Public-private	part-
nership	has	to	be	increased	in	all	the	
functioning.
l	 If	 there	 is	 a	 country	 where	 live-
stock	is	important,	it	is	India,	hosting	
700	 million	 population	 of	 livestock	
and	has	great	socio-economic	signifi-
cance.	FAO	says,	it	has	many	virtues.	
There	are	100	million	people	who	de-
pend	on	 livestock	 in	 India	as	source	
of	 income.	@5%	of	agriculture	GDP	
in	this	country	comes	from	livestock.	
Where	 agriculture	 growth	 is	 at	 2.5	
%,	livestock	growth	is		close	to	5%	
and	 the	 demand	 is	 growing	 signifi-
cantly.	 India	 is	 the	 largest	 producer	
of	 milk	 and	 the	 largest	 exporter	 of	
meat.	 Poultry	 average	 production	 is	
higher	than	World	average.	However,	
the	fact	remains	that	Agriculture	and	
allied	 fields	 like	 livestock,	 poultry,	
fishery,	and	horticulture	are	the	fields	
which	 are	 managed	 by	 small	 scale	
farmers	 and	 are	 small	 scale	 driven.	
It	was	recommended	that	this	entire	
scenario	requires	governmental	push	
governmental	push.	
l	 Media,	 especially	 the	 electronic	
media,	should	play	an	important	role	
for	 the	 development	 of	 agriculture	
and	allied	sectors.	The	entire	society	
is	likely	to	get	back	in	terms	of	better	
produce	if	adequate	support	is	given	
to	 farmer.	 Motivation,	 training	 and	
counselling	can	be	provided	to	a	large	
number	of	 farmers	across	 the	coun-

try	from	the	contribution	of	media.	It	
was	 lamented	 that	 the	media,	espe-
cially	the	electronic	media	is	more	fo-
cused	on	portraying	pretty	faces	and	
projecting	insignificant	aspects	of	film	
actors	 and	 cricketers.	Whereas,	 the	
real	 core	 issues	 affecting	 the	whole	
nation	are	not	 in	media’s	agenda.	 It	
was	 therefore	 recommended	 that	
there	 should	 be	 a	 desirable	 shift	 in	
the	policies	of	TV	channels,	in	public	
as	well	as	national	interest.	Suicides	
by	farmers	is	a	big	and	serious	issue.	
Whereas,	 by	 addressing	 the	 factors	
behind	 suicides,	 we	 as	 Nation	 can	
prevent	further	suicides.
l	Global	warming	and	climate	change	
should	 be	 viewed	 seriously,	 in	 case	
we	want	 the	survival	of	 this	planet.	
The	Summit	warned	that	500	million	
people	 in	 South	Asia	 and	China	 are	
vulnerable	 to	 climate	 change.	 The	
Summit	prognosticated	that	if	the	ex-
isting	trend	is	not	halted,	changes	in	
climate	and	the	high	temperature	rise	
that	may	happen	by	 the	end	of	 this	
century	 can	 range	 from	 1.1	 degree	
Celsius	 to	 6.4	 degree	 Celsius.	 The	
frequency	of	the	heat	wave	could	in-
crease	 to	 once	 in	 20	 years	 to	 once	
in	 two	 years.	 Extreme	 precipitation	
events	in	the	form	of	heavy	rains	and	
melting	 of	 glaciers	 are	 getting	more	
frequent	and	this	situation	will	further	
deteriorate	 having	 severe	 adverse	
impact	 on	 agriculture	 and	 cropping	
cycles.

1. Policy Leadership l  Prof. PK Dhumal, CM, Hi-
machal Pradesh

2. Research 
Leadership

l  National Bureau of Plant 
Genetic Research

3. Academic 
Leadership

l  Dr. Kirti Singh, ex Chairman, 
ASRB

4. Entrepreneur 
Leadership

l  Suguna Foods Limited, Coim-
batore   

5. International 
Leadership

l  Dr. Ramesh Kanwar, Vice 
Chancellor, LPU

6. Industry 
Leadership

l  New Holland Tractors Limited

7. CSR Leadership  l  Bayer BioSciences Limited

8. State Horticulture 
Leadership

l  Government of Kerala

9. State Agriculture 
Leadership

l  Government of Madhya 
Pradesh

10. Farming 
Leadership

l  Raja Ram Tripathi, Medicinal 
& Aromatic largest farmer  

11. Extension 
Leadership

l  Dr. Jancy Gupta, National 
Dairy Research Institute

12. Innovation 
Leadership

l  IIT Kanpur

13. Program 
Leadership

l  Mr. BB Pattanaik, CMD, Cen-
tral Warehousing Corp

14. Development 
Leadership

l  State Bank of India

15. Environment 
Leadership

l  Indian Oil Corporation Limited

16. Young Scientist 
Award

l  Dr. VB Patel, Prof. Horticul-
ture, Bihar Agriculture University  

17. Life Time 
Achievements

l  Dr. MH Mehta, former VC, 
GAU   
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Eminent Speakers at the 4th Agriculture Leadership Summit 2011

prOf kv thOmAs
Minister of State for Agriculture, 

Consumer Affairs, Food & PD

shAm LAL shArmA
Horticulture Minister of State 

Jammu and Kashmir

rAuL reBeLLO
Vice President Strategy 
Initiatives, Axis Bank

js mishrA
Commisioner KVIC

dr ritA shArmA
Member Secretary, NAC

prOf. ms swAminAthAn
Pioneer of 

India’s Green Revolution

OscAr fernAndes
former Union Minister

dr Ak rAjput
ED, All India Poultry 
Breeders Association

dr swApAn duttA
DDG CS, ICAR

dr kAArthikeyAn
former CBI Director

prOf yk ALAGh
former Union Minister and 

Chairman, IRMA

sOmpAL
former Minister of State for 

Agriculture

sALiL sinGhAL
Managing Director

PI Industries Limited

sk nAndA
Secretary of Environment

& Forest, Government of Gujarat

dr v rAnGA rAO
CEO of Annadata, ETV

dr rk kusumAriyA
Agriculture Minister
Madhya Pradesh

dr s BhAttAchrjee
Managing Director

NERAMAC

chAndrAshekAr sAhu
Hon’ble Agriculure Minister 

Chattisgarh

dr pL GAutAm
Chairman, protection of Plant Varieties 

and Farmers Rights Authority

dr mAdhu purnimA kishwAr
Centre for Study of Developing 

Societies

Bk sinhA
Secretary, Ministry

of Rural Development

kApiL mehAn
Managing Director, Coromandal 

International Limited

sAnjeev chOprA
Joint Secretary Agriculture, 

Government of India

yAheL viLAn
Deputy Chief of Mission,

Israel

dr m j khAn
Chief Editor, Agriculture Today
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•	 Given	the	plenty	of	schemes,	programmes	and	poli-
cies	for	agriculture,	it	is	required	that	they	are	imple-
mented	properly.	The	problem	is	not	lack	of	policies	
but	 lack	 of	 proper	 implementation.	 Also	 there	 is	 a	
great	 need	 of	 synergy	 among	 the	 policies.	 There	
must	me	be	coordination	between	the	state	and	the	
central	government	for	the	better	implementation	of	
the	policies.

•	 Indian	agriculture	is	in	need	of	more	medium	and	mi-
cro	policies	rather	than	macro	policies.	Also	there	is	a	
need	of	policy	integration	at	the	grass	root	level.	The	
agenda	of	these	policies	should	be	welfare	and	well	
being	 of	 the	 farmers.	 The	Agriculture	Summit	 thus	
recommends	that	the	aim	should	be	increase	in	the	
income	of	 farmers	 rather	 than	 the	mere	 increase	 in	
the	productivity.

•	 The	farmers	are	the	main	stakeholder	of	the	agricul-
ture.	Thus	it	is	very	important	that	they	are	included	
in	 each	 and	 every	 act	 of	 the	 agriculture	 from	mar-
keting	 to	 food	processing.	They	must	 have	 a	 hand	
in	 each	and	 every	 segment	of	 the	 agri	 business.	 It	
is	thus	recommended	that	the	farmers	are	provided	
with	India	as	a	market	and	not	only	his	locality	or	the	
district.

•	 Given	 the	 importance	 of	 agriculture	 in	 the	 total	 In-
dian	 economy	 and	 large	 number	 of	 engagement	 of	
rural	population,	the	need	to	reintegrate	crop	based	
agriculture	and	live	stock	animal	husbandry	practices	
have	been	emphasized.	The	potential	of	the	live	stock	
sector	 has	 been	 grossly	 underestimated.	 The	 sum-

mit	recommends	that	special	attention	is	required	to	
promote	and	develop	the	live	stock	sector	in	India.	If	
given	proper	attention,	this	sector	can	definitely	add	
a	lot	to	the	rural	economy.

•	 The	horticulture	 industry	 in	 India	has	a	 tremendous	
potential	which	has	often	been	underestimated.	The	
horticulture	 industry	has	not	received	 its	due	atten-
tion	in	all	areas	of	the	country.	There	is	a	great	scope	
for	this	industry	in	places	like	the	North	East.	Thus	it	
is	recommended	that	special	focus	is	given	to	areas	
like	North	 Eastern	 states	 of	 the	 country	where	 the	
horticulture	industry	can	be	pushed	to	great	heights	
with	production	of	exotic	fruits	like	Kiwi.

•	 The	 government	 policies	 often	 fail	 to	 focus	 on	 the	
small	and	marginal	 farmers.	The	 technologies	often	
fail	to	reach	and	help	them.	In	the	first	green	revolu-
tion	too,	this	category	was	not	taken	into	consider-
ation.	But	without	the	growth	of	the	small	and	mar-
ginal	farmers,	the	overall	growth	of	Indian	agriculture	
cannot	be	possible.	The	Agriculture	Summit	recom-
mended	that	special	policies	must	be	formulated	and	
implemented	to	help	the	small	and	marginal	farmers.

•	 There	is	an	urgent	and	real	need	of	a	Second	Green	
Revolution	 in	 the	 country.	However	 unlike	 the	first	
green	revolution,	the	second	one	must	focus	on	the	
biodiversity	conservation	too.	To	achieve	the	Second	
Green	Revolution,	the	summit	recommended	that	the	
all	areas	of	agriculture	from	live	stock	to	wasteland	
management	to	food	processing	need	immediate	at-
tention.

Key Recommendations of 
4th Agriculture Leadership Summit 2011

1. International 
Leadership

l  APEDA (Ministry of Commerce)

2. Research 
Leadership

l  National Research Institute for 
Equines

3. Academic 
Leadership

l  Tamilnadu Agriculture University

4. Enterpreneurial 
Leadership

l  Sh. LD Mittal, Chairman, Sonalika 
Tractors Limited

5. Policy 
Leadership  

l  Dr. Rita Sharma, Secretary, NAC 
and former RD Secretary

6. Corporate 
Leadership  

l  Jubilant Organosys Limited

7. State Horticul-
ture Leadership

l  Government of Jammu & Kashmir

8. State Agricul-
ture Leadership

l  Government of Karnataka

9. Farming 
Leadership

l  Sh. Ram Sharan Verma, Verma 
Farms, Barabanki

10. Extension 
Leadership

l  ETV Annadata Program

11. Program 
Leadership

l  Sh. JS Mishra, IAS, CEO, KVIC

12. Development 
Leadership

l  Institute of Rural Management, 
Anand

13. Environment 
Leadership

l  Indian Agriculture Research 
Institute

14. Young 
Scientist Award

l  Dr. AK Singh, Rice Breeder, IARI

15. Life Time 
Achievements 

l  Dr. PL Gautam, Chairman, Na-
tional Plant Varieties Protection and 
Farmers Rights Authority
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Eminent Speakers at the 3rd Agriculture Leadership Summit 2010

udAy sinGh
President, National 

Seed Industry Association

sh. shivrAj pAtiL
Governor of Punjab

prOf r. B.sinGh
former Member, National
Commission on Farmers

suresh prABhu
former

Union Minister

dr. mj khAn
Chief Editor

Agriculture Today

dr. wiLLiAm dAr
DG, ICRISAT

us jhA
ex CMD RCF Ltd.

prOf. pk dhumAL
Chief Minister, HP

dr. sumAn sAhAi
President

Gene Campaign

hukumdev nArAyAn yAdAv
MP and former Union
Agriculture Minister

dr. mOhAn kAndA
Member NDMA & former Union

Agriculture Secretary

henk vAn duijn
Agriculture

Counselor, Netherlands

rAhuL dhAnukA
Director, Dhanuka

Agrotech Ltd.

sh. suBOdh kAnt sAhAi
Union Minister of Food Processing

AtuL AnjAn
Secretary General, All India

Kisan Sabha

mAthew c kunnumkAL
Director General, NIRD

dr. jAGdish mittru
Sr. VP, Bio-Agri division, 

Avesthagen Ltd

dr. GAvin wALL
India Representative, FAO

dr. viBhA dhAwAn
ED, TERI

h.e. jerOme BOnnAfOnt
Ambassador of France

AjAy jAkhAr
President, Bharat Krishak

Samaj

sirAj hussAin
Chairman, FCI

jnL srivAstAvA
former Secretary Agriculture

m. venkAiAh nAidu
Member of Parliament

dr. swApAn k. dAttA
DDG

Crops in ICAR

ms. mABeL reBeLLO
Member of Parliament

v s rAO
former Agriculture Minister of 

Andhra Pradesh

dr. s k nAndA
Principal Secretary, Environment & 

Forests, Government of Gujarat

Bk sinhA
Secretary, Ministry of Rural

Development

nAveen jindAL
Member of Parliament



34

Key Recommendations of the Leadership Summit
The recently concluded Leadership Summit had the who’s who of Indian agriculture, politics and industry coming together 
on one plate form to discuss the present scenario and work out effective solutions for the issues ailing the sector.

Experts at the 3rd Leadership Summit 2010 felt that •	
three aspects need attention in the present agricultural 
scenario. Firstly, food security which is a serious con-
cern, secondly climate change, which affects our weath-
er-based, monsoon dependent agriculture and thirdly, 
the gap between policy formulation and implementation. 
Agricultural sector is in urgent need of reforms to help 
drive the economy to a higher growth rate. But, the com-
prehensive agenda for reforms is yet to be prepared for 
this crucial sector.
Agriculture is getting replaced with other more lucrative •	
employment avenues for educated rural youths, which 
would hamper knowledge based agriculture growth in 
the years to come. Agriculture has not remained a lu-
crative profession and youths are no longer interested 
it. The share of the agriculture sector has declined and 
those of the secondary and tertiary sectors in the GDP 
have increased, but the proportionate shift in population 
has not taken place, which is creating imbalance. This is 
a matter of serious concern and needs prompt action.
Agribusiness in India is in a transition phase. Having •	
sailed through shortage to a surplus economy, it is im-
portant that Governments at the Centre and State levels 
recognize the need for inclusive growth to take agricul-
ture forward in India. For this to happen, information, 
communication and technology happens to be the effec-
tive tools, which have the capacity and power to make a 
simple farmer an efarmer.
For agriculture to achieve continued sustainability and •	
for	 it	 to	 become	 a	 profitable	 enterprise,	 a	 holistic	 ap-
proach and strong coordination among policy making, 
industry,	scientific	bodies,	extension	agencies	and	farm-
ers is needed with different sub sectors of agriculture 

like	 horticulture,	 aquaculture,	 fisheries	 etc.	 to	 unlock	
their potential.
Indian agriculture is suffering from soil sickness. Agricul-•	
tural productivity is going down due to inadequate avail-
ability of micronutrients in major parts. Integrated nutri-
ents management needs to be practiced keeping in view 
the environmental response of every crop. A collective 
adoption of all these techniques is the key for improving 
soil health.
Increasing production and improving storage and the •	
effective distribution of food grains are the topmost call 
outs for the success of proposed national food secu-
rity act. There should be a clear demarcation between 
above poverty line and below poverty line families, to 
whom the food grains are to be distributed. There should 
be the provision of panchayat level food banks for proper 
distribution system.
Public	private	partnerships	can	efficiently	serve	as	mutu-•	
ally	beneficial	 relationships	between	public	and	private	
sector by complimenting each other’s strengths. They 
are an effective way to bridge gaps between demand 
and resources, quality and accessibility, risk and ben-
efits.	 For	 achieving	 accelerated	 growth	 in	 agriculture,	
PPP can be the winning concept.
India can rewrite its success story in agriculture by giv-•	
ing boost to the processing sector. Linking farms with 
markets and adding value at each stage will help in em-
ployment generation, entrepreneurship development, 
increased	profits	to	farmers	and	safe	and	healthy	food	to	
consumers. Investments in food processing sector have 
multiplying	benefits	for	all,	and	hence	a	major	boost	by	
policy and resources allocation need to be given to the 
processing sector.

1. Life Time 
Achievements

l Dr. MV Rao, former Special 
DG, ICAR

2. Policy  
Leadership Award

l Mr. JNL Shrivastava, former 
Union Agriculture Secretary

3. Environment 
Leadership Award

l Prof. DP Singh, Vice Chancel-
lor, BHU

4. Farming 
Leadership Award

l Sh. VS Rao, former Agriculture 
Minister, AP

5. Development 
Leadership 
Awards

l	UP	Diversified	Agriculture	Sup-
port Project

6. CSR Leadership 
Award

l Monsanto India Limited

7. Industry 
Leadership Award

l Escorts Limited

8. Corporate Lead-
ership Award

l Coromandal International 
Limited

9. Entrepreneur 
Leadership Award

l Mr. Vidyasagar Rao Parchuri, 
MD, Vibha Seeds Ltd

10. Program 
Leadership Award

l National Institute of Rural 
Development
l Agriculture Scientists Recruit-
ment Board

11. Extension 
Leadership Award

l Dr. S. Senthilkumaran, Direc-
tor, MSSRF
13. Indo Gulf Fertilisers

12. Academic 
Leadership Award

l  Dr. SN Puri, Vice Chancellor, 
Central Agriculture University

13. Research 
Leadership Award

l International Crop Research 
Institute for Semi Arid Tropics

14. State Horticulture 
Leadership Award

l State of Andhra Pradesh

15. State Agriculture 
Leadership Award

l State of Himachal Pradesh
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Eminent Speakers at the 2nd Agriculture Leadership Summit 2009Eminent Speakers at the 2nd Agriculture Leadership Summit 2009

Dr. T Ramasami, IAS

Dr. Panjab Singh

Secretary – DST, GOI

Vice Chancellor, BHU

 UP Singh, IAS

S. Lepcha

Secretary – Agriculture, Orissa

Horticulture Minister, Sikkim

PN Roy Chowdhary, IAS

YC Nanda, Chairman

Pr. Secy – Ag., Gujarat

Agriculture Finance Corporation Ltd

Dr. Montek Singh Ahluwalia
Dy. Chairman, Planning Commission

Dr. Balram Jakhar
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1.  Policy 
Leadership Award

l Dr. Balram Jakhar, Governor, Mad-
hya Pradesh

2. Corporate 
Leadership Award

l Bayer BioScience Pvt. Ltd 
l Dabur Ayurvet Limited

3. Industry Lead-
ership Award

l Mahindra & Mahindra Limited
l Nuziveedu Seeds Limited

4. Environment 
Leadership Award

l The Energy and Resources 
Institute

5. CSR Leadership 
Award

l Sir Ratan Tata Trust

6. Farming 
Leadership Award  

l Shri Sopan Kanchan, President, 
Grape Growers Association
l Dr. E. Vadivel, Pioneer of Precision 
farming

7. Extension 
Leadership Award 

l  National Dairy Development Board
l Dhanuka Agritech Limited

8. Development 
Leadership Award

l Plastindia Foundation
l Agriculture Insurance Company of 
India Limited

9. Research Lead-
ership Award

l Indian Agricultural Research 
Institute
l Prof. Ram Badan Singh, President, 
NAAS
l Prof. Panjab Singh, Vice Chancel-
lor, BHU

10. Life Time 
Achievement 
Award

l Shri Y.C. Nanda, Chairman, Agri-
culture Finance Corp
l Dr. M. Mahadevappa, former Chair-
man, ASRB

11. State 
Agriculture 
Leadership Award  

l The State of Maharashtra 

12. State 
Horticulture 
Leadership Award

l State of Sikkim

AWARDEES oF AGRICULTURE LEADERSHIP AWARDS 2009

Key Recommendations of the Leadership Summit  2009
Given the regularity of the occurrence of drought and •	
flood	in	some	part	of	the	country	or	the	other	and	the	per-
ceptible impact of climate change on agriculture, there 
is a need for creating institutionalised mechanism to 
deal with the situation by creating a National Centre for 
Climate Change and Agriculture, which sensitises and 
educates various stakeholders in agriculture and coordi-
nates the efforts of all on the subject.

Agriculture in India, which supports 60% of our popula-•	
tion, can be developed into a strong engine for economic 
growth and social transformation. But, due to neglect, it 
is unable to harness its true potential. India has all the in-
gredients for an agro-industrial revolution - man, money 
and material, but due to absence of entrepreneurship, 
there is hardly any value added activity at the farm level 
and 98% of our farm produce is sold in the raw form, 
leading too much of wastages and depriving the farmer 
of economic returns. It is therefore recommended that a 
large scale training and entrepreneurship development 
programs in farm sector with a funding of Rs. 1,000 
crores annually to be launched.

Post WTO, India is integrated to global markets with its •	
risks and opportunities. Either we make best out of it or 
we yield the ground to market competition. Indian farm-
ers, agribusiness industry and agro exporters need to be 
extended needful support for enhancing their competi-
tiveness. There is thus immediate need for India to set 
up national level WTO Centre on Agriculture, and states 
level centers by different State Governments to educate 
farmers and stake-holders on global market scenario 
and implications of WTO. 

Agro-inputs play a major role in agriculture production. •	

There needs to be much focus on seeds sector by giving 
faster clearances to new biotech products and by cre-
ating a Seeds Fund of Rs. 300 crore to give philip to 
seeds research under PPP model. A National Seed & 
Biotech Regulatory Authority may also be set up. Simi-
larly for mechanization and for small farm machinery, 
there should be 50% subsidy for all farmers so that farm-
ing	operations	can	be	made	more	efficient.	Pesticides,	
which play the crucial role of crop savior and the usage 
of	 which	 brings	 farmer	 a	 cost	 benefit	 ratio	 of	 1:5,	 are	
however most neglected, rather discouraged with all sort 
of taxes. There is need for a more balanced crop protec-
tion policy and some incentives to farmers for adopting 
effective crop protection umbrella.

There is an urgent need for attention to fertilizer usage, •	
as availability of certain crucial nutrients is going to be a 
question mark in the years to come. On the other hand 
with the current usage pattern and pricing policy the sub-
sidy on fertilizers is breaking all records. As per the data 
available, we are wasting about 30% fertilizers due to 
poor application. We therefore propose for the launch of 
the National Soil Health Mission, under which judicious 
use of fertilizers through advanced application tech-
nologies to be promoted by making the entire cultivable 
land’s	nutrient	profiling.	

There	are	more	than	300	channels	in	India	from	film	to	•	
fashion and from sports to spirituality, but none for agri-
culture. There must be an exclusive DD channel on agri-
culture to focus on farmers’ issues and technology trans-
fer. This will bring the much needed focus on agriculture 
as well as create needful awareness among farmers and 
stake-holders. But, the running of the channel should be 
in private hand under Government’s funding support.
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Eminent Speakers at the 1st Agriculture Leadership Summit 2008
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ral Secretary, AIKM
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Chairman, ARSB
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ture Minister, Haryana
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Chairman, TMA

Dr Mohan Kanda,
Member NDMA

Tarun Gogoi, 
Chief Minister, Assam 

Swami Agnivesh, 
Noted Social Leader 

Mr MS Grewal, for-
mer memeber, CACP

N Raghuveera Reddy, 
Agriculture Minister of AP 

Sharad Joshi, 
MP - Rajya Sabha 

Dr. BR Barwale, 
Chairman, MMB Limited 

Ravi Verma, 
MP - Lok Sabha 

Dr. RS Paroda, 
Chairman, TAAS 

 Mrs. Radha Singh, 
former Agri. Secretary 

Mr Rajesh Agrawal,
MD, Insecticides India Ltd.

Mr Murli Krishnan, 
President, Subhiksha Ltd.

Mr MJ Khan, Chief Editor, 
Agriculture Today

Eminent Speakers at the 1st Agriculture Leadership Summit 2008
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Key Recommendations of the Leadership Summit 2008
Indian agriculture has come a long way since the •	
days	of	“Ship	to	Mouth”	to	almost	self	sufficiency	
in most of the food grains, despite truant mon-
soon. But, the sense of pride is missing, as this 
has been neglected by the Government, media, 
industry and civil society. The efforts of millions of  
farmers, researchers, extension workers, NGOs 
and other stake-holders, who played key roles in 
the transformation of Indian agriculture, remain 
largely unrecognized at the national level. There-
fore, there is need for the nation to recognize and 
honor its contributors by giving Bharat Ratna and 
more Padma Awards to agriculture. This will bring 
the sense of pride and help develop leadership in 
farm sector.

To bring the agriculture agenda to the centre stage •	
of national attention and for agriculture to get its 
due, there should be two hours time twice a week 
dedicated to discussions in Parliament on farmers’ 
issues during the Session. Also for a mere 100 
millions, who travel by railways, there is separate 
budget Rail Budget presented in Parliament. For 
700 millions dependent upon agriculture, there 
must be an exclusive agenda, focus and discus-
sion on agriculture by presenting a Separate Bud-
get for Agriculture in Parliament. The Budgetary 
outlay also needs to be enhanced to Rs. 25,000 
crores. Special priority should be placed on setting 
up of rural infrastructure.

Structural reforms in agriculture pertaining to •	
land leasing and market restrictions need to be 
addressed. The market regulation on movement 
and procurements by private players is hampering 

market growth and prices realization by farmers. 
Corporatization of existing mandis/mandi boards 
and leaving the role of regulation to government 
would	help	 in	overcoming	many	difficulties	 faced	
in marketing of agricultural produce today. More-
over,	this	separation	of	conflicting	roles	would	go	
a long way in attracting investments to modernize 
the agricultural supply chain. Similarly, due to land 
leasing policies of State Governments the concept 
of contract farming is not successful. The experi-
ments of contract farming are based on “win all”, 
bringing value to all partners in operations. This 
needs to be encouraged on a large scale, espe-
cially when industry is gearing up to involve in ag-
riculture on a large scale.

Positioning Indian agriculture globally in the wake •	
of globalization and leading the pack of developing 
countries, India can assist them through coopera-
tion in agriculture. India can assist developing and 
under-developed countries by providing help in re-
search, extension, education and institution build-
ing and thus earn money and also goodwill.

States	 profiling	 of	 crops	 and	 animal	 resources	•	
needs to be done, indexing them against national 
and global benchmarks on cost, quality and pro-
ductivity parameters, and their short, medium and 
long term strategic advantages. Based on this na-
tional indexing and estimation of market demands 
in short, medium and long terms national farm re-
source utilization planning needs to be done, us-
ing a mix of incentives and dis-incentives. If India 
has to succeed in global market on a long term 
basis, this task is unavoidable.

1. Policy Leadership Award l Dr. MS Swaminathan, Father of India’s Green Revolution

2. Life Time Achievements Award l Dr. KL Chadha, Father of Horticulture Revolution
l Dr. RS Paroda, Chairman, TAAS and former DG ICAR
l Dr. V. Kurien, Father of White Revolution

3. Industry Leadership Award l Mahyco Monsanto Biotechnology Ltd.
l Jain irrigation Systems Limited

4. Farming Leadership Award l Sh. Sharad Joshi, MP and President, Shetkari Sangathan
l Sh. MS Grewal, Member, CACP

5. Research Leadership Award l Dr. VL Chopra, Member, Planning Commission
l Dr. EA Siddiq, Father of Hybrid Rice

6. Development Leadership Award l NABARD

7. State Leadership Award l State of Andhra Pradesh

AWARDEES oF AGRICULTURE LEADERSHIP AWARDS 2008
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